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CCTRA Quarterly Newsletter  

 Welcome to Cassidy’s Cause 

 Pat Parelli Comes to Town 

 Autism Community Award 

 Upcoming Events 

...MUCH More! 

WWW.CASSIDYSCAUSE.ORG 



Our Mission: 

Cassidy's Cause is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization whose mission is to 

help individuals grow and develop through recreational activities with 

horses. It is our mission to provide individuals with disabilities the op-

portunity to grow and develop through therapeutic, educational and 

recreational activities, while on a horse.  

Welcome to the first edition of the Cassidy’s Cause Therapeutic Riding Academy newsletter “In 

the Saddle”. This newsletter is intended to keep our supporters informed about what’s happen-

ing at CCTRA and as an opportunity for us to say 

“Thanks” from the bottom of our hearts for sup-

porting our program.  

To provide a brief history of Cassidy’s Cause, we 

opened our doors to our first class of riders on 

April 15, 2014. In the year since opening, CCTRA 

has served more than 60 riders with a wide array 

of disabilities. Typically, each rider comes  once a 

week for a one hour session.   

It takes a large number of dedicated volunteers to make this program work. Each week, over 100 

of them donate their time and talents to benefit our participants. In 2014, our volunteers served 

over 6070 hours! We truly could not function without this group of generous people.  

In addition to the support of our our volunteers, CCTRA relies almost entirely on the generosity of 

donors to run the program. Participants pay a minimal fee for the lesson, but this is a big opera-

tion with big needs and we are fortunate to have incredible supporters. In addition, many com-

munity based organizations have adopted Cassidy’s Cause as their charity of choice. From cash to 

in-kind donations, our donors have come through in a big way and we are grateful!  

We hope you enjoy our first newsletter. Since we are just getting this started, we are sending 

everyone a print copy. To save money for our program in the future, we will offer a paperless 

email version. If you would be willing to receive our newsletter via email, please send an email to 

angie@cassidyscause.org and request it, or go to the subscribe link on our website. Thanks again  

and we hope to see you around the arena very soon!    

       ~The Cassidy’s Cause Team 

On the cover: Rider Matthew Fondaw, Courtney Nussbaumer, Alison Kaler, Ashley Nussbaumer 
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Find us on Facebook! 

A note from Executive Director, 

Angie Falconite… 

Where has one year gone….our first year has  
been filled with learning, growing and  
making new friendships.  We have  
accomplished more in this short time than  
we ever dreamed possible.  It’s been tiring  
but a very rewarding experience.  To see  
so many touched and helped by our  
program is a daily blessing that I receive  
each time I walk through the doors.  I am  
grateful for each person who helps us make  
a difference in so many lives.  Thank you for 
your continued support and for making our first  
year the best first year EVER. 

Cassidy’s Cause receives Autism Community Award 

In March, Cassidy’s Cause was recognized as an outstand-

ing organization for  our commitment to servicing the 

local autism community at the 2nd Annual Autism Isn’t 

Black & White Gala, hosted by Families on the Spectrum . 

On hand to receive the award were  Executive Director 

Angie Falconite, Program Director Dara Triplett, and Vol-

unteer Coordinator Christy Woley.   

Families on the Spec-

trum is a local autism 

group committed to 

supporting and advo-

cating for those affect-

ed by autism. In addi-

tion to the award, 

Families on the Spec-

trum  presented a check for $600 to sponsor three riders 

in our program.  

While Cassidy’s Cause is committed to working with indi-

viduals with a wide range of special needs, a large portion 

of our participants carry the autism diagnosis. We are 

fortunate to work hand in hand with other organizations 

such as Families on the Spectrum to meet the needs of 

our community. To learn more about Families on the 

Spectrum, visit www.familiesonthespectrumky.org.  



     Instead of gifts for them-

selves, these selfless super kids asked their 

birthday guests to bring a donation for our 

program. In all, they raised a whopping $2205 

in cash and wish list items! We are grateful 

and inspired by their generosity. Kudos!    

From top to bottom: Easton Clanahan, 

Jr. Volunteer Karlie Wentworth, Cy 

Hines, Noah Richards, and Maizie Martin 

Benjamin Clark 

Fun-loving Benjamin Clark is a volunteer favor-

ite at CCTRA.  At first, riding  his therapy horse, 

Beau, did not come easily for Benjamin, but 

you’d never know it now.  When he first came 

to our program, Benjamin  was only comforta-

ble  watching the horses from afar. After a few weeks of building confidence, Benja-

min was able to get closer, then start grooming his horse and eventually he was able 

to sit on the saddle and start to walk. Thanks to Beau’s gentle patience, Benjamin is 

now riding with great confidence and has even learned a proper dismount. The sky is 

the limit for Benjamin and we are blessed to have him in our program. Great job Ben-

jamin, we look forward to seeing you in the saddle every week!  

Summer 2015 Session -  June 1-July 25 

Hoofs –n– Boots Summer Camp– June 12 & July 18 

Fred Paxton Fund Run for the Dough-  July 25 

Corvettes on the River Car Show benefitting CCTRA - September 12 

BBQ on the River– Regulator’s BBQ booth #26 benefitting CCTRA– Sept 24-26 

Office supplies: Dry Erase 

Markers, Stamps,  Copy 

Paper, White Out Tape, 

Glue Sticks, Super Glue, 

Tissues, 1/3 cut Manila File 

Folders,   Hanging File fold-

ers, #10 Security Enve-

lopes, Post-It notes, Black 

Sharpie’s 

 

Horse Needs: Whitening 

Shampoo, Horse Shampoo, 

Horse Rubber Bands 

 

Cleaning Supplies: Bath-

room & Toilet Bowl clean-

er, Liquid Hand Soap, Mr 

Clean floor cleaner, Clorox, 

Lysol Spray, Trash Bags (13 

& 50 gal), Laundry Deter-

gent, Hand Sanitizer, Win-

dex, Paper Towels, Toilet 

Paper, Dawn 

 Did you know… 

CCTRA has 16 

patient and loving 

therapy horses 



World renowned horse clinician, 

Pat Parelli and his family can be 

found traveling the globe, teach-

ing their techniques to horse 

lovers everywhere. Early this 

year, Cassidy’s Cause was fortu-

nate enough to host a “Parelli 

Pop-up” seminar. 

About Pat 

Parelli’s love of horses began at an early age. He was 

working in the stables by age 9 and at 17 he began a 

career riding bareback in rodeos. But that wouldn’t 

last and Pat knew it so he began considering training 

as a career that would follow up his rodeo days. 

Though there were tough times, Parelli stuck it out 

and through some rather unconventional training in 

not just   horses, but also mules and Kung Fu,  he 

developed his own methods. Today, along with his 

wife, Linda and his son, Caton, Pat teaches horse-

manship all over the world. 

The CCTRA Pop-Up 

Working with individuals with special needs is some-

thing Pat Parelli knows a thing or two about. Caton 

was born with hydrocephalus, or water on the brain. 

Doctors warned the then new parents that he would 

likely never walk or talk. Thirty years later, it’s plain 

to see they were wrong. Caton has made great 

strides in over coming his condition. He speaks with 

confidence and his walking is nothing compared to 

his riding ability.  Stories like Caton’s are what Cassi-

dy’s Cause is all about. 

With  Caton as inspiration, Parelli graciously offered  

a FREE  one night Pop-up session. During the even-

ing, Pat worked one on one with one of our  volun-

teers, Cheri Hardesty and her horse Rhett Butler.  

While in town, Parelli also donated some time to 

work with our therapy horses. It was an experience 

of a lifetime for everyone who attended. 

For more information about Pat Parelli, his family and his teachings, visit www.parelli.com.  

Tim Scott 
Cheri Hardesty 
Joann Grief 
Greg & Lisa Williamson 
Rusty & Leah Fondaw 
Tiffany Murt 
Bertha Watts 
Robert & Marilyn Thompson 
Raymond Bailey 
Kenny & Loudean Austin 
Eddy & Lisa Owen 
Bernie & Joann Livada 
Steve & Stacey May 
Jamie & Martha Mason 
Owen Wallis 
Teddy & Helen Mungle 
Don & Nancy Frick 
Gary & Mary Gibson 
Hugh & Nancy Davis 
Emil & Annie Schuchart 
Jim Myrick 
Jerry Cain 
James & Brenda Kerley 

Jim & Anne Thurman 
Bill & Patty Shannon 
Kevin & Paula Hamonds 
Stuart & Donna Yancy 
James & Marlene Wallace 
Parettia Morris 
Bonnie D Harris 
Irv & Jean Langston 
Roderick & Juanita Socha 
Carol Cain 
Charles Adams 
Odell Obermark 
Joe Cruse & Tracey Hosman 
Paducah Lions Club 
Arna Einarsdottir 
John & Euple Thompson 
Stan & Linda Hargrove 
Jeff & Tracy Smith 
Cindy Ragland 
Marsha Reynolds 
Patsy Rice 
Michael & Amy Summerville 
Richard & Stacey Rickman 

Teresa Wallace 
Joe & Barbara Walters 
Henry & Emma Babenco 
Royce & Marilyn Templeton 
James Lyles 
Melissa Carroll 
Dan Hurt 
James & Judy Holloway 
Danny & Jenna Pilant 
Angela Richards 
Shelly Hines 
Rudy & Judy Elliott 
Jonda Istas 
Danny Greenfield 
Ballard Tack & Supply 
Kerry & Debra Brandon 
Larry & Cecilia Crews 
James & Jennifer Brubach 
Sheron Elrod 
Melissa Siener 
Gary Thomas 
Maria Glinski, DVM 
Grace Episcopal Church 

Under $1,000 (continued) 

This generous organization has gone above and beyond all expectations in 

their  support of our program. From hosting fundraising events to attending 

our ribbon cutting, making donations and volunteering, we can always count 

on them. From all of us at CCTRA, THANK YOU! 



Rick & Elaine Robertson 
Glenda & Ladonna Cooper 
Twisted Scissors 
Automated Building Concepts 
Evonik Corporation 
Julie Hipp 
John & Dorothea Weyers 
Jack & Terri Buri 
Joe & Becky Bowers 
LeCows, LLC 
West Kentucky Appaloosa Club 
Stan & Brenda Grief 
Karen Roberts 
Shelby Painting Company 
Gary Fowler 
Bob & Ginger Thomason 
Tom & Shannon Burnham 
Cory & Cheri Lowery 
Spencer Balentine 
Families on the Spectrum 
Lamar Advertising of Paducah 
Brian Waid 
John & Pam (Edmonds) Whitfill 
The Paducah Bank and Trust 
Wheeler Wellness Center 
Louis & Sally Michelson 
Kristina Ramey 
Lindsay Burkeen 
Steven Powel 
Richard & Sandra Hargrove 
Falders, Inc. 
Clay & Karen Willett 
Kevin & Anita Gilbert 
Charles & Norma Holder 
Al & Kimberly Doran 
Tom & Mary Roberts 
Chuck & Faye Bearden 
Johnny & Diane Redden 
Dr. J.E. & Faye Wilson 
Robert & Rita Glennon 
Dennis & Janis Epplin 
Gerald & Pam Chambers 
Ed & Cassandra Throgmorton 
Joe & Della Hargan 
Virgie E Wilson 
Leon & Brenda Guthrie 
Elizabeth Brown 
Mark & Denise Lineberry 
Tony & Wendy Murt 
Dara Triplett 
Jerry & Ginger Bailey 
L.C. & Brenda Valentine 
Gary Batts 
Massac County 4-H Club 

Randall & Rebecca Moore 
Richard & Janice Fairhurst 
David & Claressa Thomas 
Joyce Titsworth 
Allan & Mary Cole 
Brad & Amy Keith 
Carol & Jack Wilson 
Heyward & Kathy Black 
Keith & Kim Jones 
Ann Robinson 
Bryan & Ronda Rogers 
Randy & Carla Bridges 
Patrick & Karen Cafferty 
Jerry & Linda Severns 
Margaret Sivills 
Daniel & Sarah Alvey 
W Ky United Methodist Family Service 

Juanita Gilliam 
Citizens Foster Care Review BD 
Larry & Kathy Keith 
Randall & Amy Abbott 
Dr. & Mrs. Kenneth Cook 
Cory & Angela Turner 
Chance & Kacey Clanahan 
Anita Williams 
Thomas & Marjorie Clanahan 
Cheslie Mays 
Brian & Neica Lillie 
Tiffany Ann 
Glenda Hodges 
Kenneth & Edna Abbott 
Amy & Richard Page 
Linda Yates 
Tammy McIntyre 
Rosemary Jarrett 
Kenneth & Christy Martin 
Patrick & Christine Riley 
William & Jean Kitchen 
Lisa Guill 
Nathan & Dana Evans 
Wade & Beverly Seay 
Roxie Jarvis 
Brian & Carol Vanderboegh 
Brenda Tinsley 
Don & Bettie Edwards 
Twelve Oaks Baptist Church 
Don & Teresa Hamm 
D E & C L Roberson 
Carl & Marsha Burnham 
Ricky & Nancy Ragland 
Edith Franklin 
Christy Woley 
Samuel & Ashlee Henderson 
D E & R D Cockrell 

Brandon & Jessica Strenge 
David & Tanya Kingsley 
Leonard & JoAnn Kraus 
Charles & Linda Kesul 
Bill & Pat Devous 
Tully Felean 
Robert & Erene Gross 
Edmund & Mary Ryan 
William & Katherine Skiba 
Leslie & Debbie Chamberlain 
Williamson Real Estate 
Gail Summers 
Ronnie & Aleta Harris 
Traci Clark 
Calvert City Knights of Columbus 
Signet Federal Credit Union 
Dee Dee Whittaker 
Karen Perry 
Pete Jackson 
Class of T.H.S. 1963 
Robert Hardesty 
Paul & Alfredia Horman 
Paulann Rottmann 
Donald & Vicki Wancho 
Paducah Elks Lodge #217 
Bobbi Jo Manning 
Wade & Angela Poat 
Matthew & Emily Ricketts 
Robert & Vicki Poat 
Vicki Boren 
Martha Ryan 
JB & Priscilla Hollowell 
Doug & Lugene Stephenson 
V Hendricks 
Union County 4-H Equine Team 
Bill & Michelle Hinson 
Patrick & Sandra Lipford 
Bill & Lisa Henderson 
Dominique Wood 
Gary Gregory 
Jack Casey 
Thomas & Dorothy Neihoff 
Brandon Buchanan 
Ghislaine O De Koning 
Robert Hill 
Jason & Kristal Wall 
Concord Elementary Students 
Joseph & Nicole Falconite 
Jackie Ponting 
Phillip & Therese Spees 
Andrew & Jill Pagel 
McCracken Co Comm Career- 
Endowment 
Eva Hayden 

Under $1,000 

To Dr. Tony Hicks at Equine Veterinary Services!   

     EVS is a state-of-the-art equine surgical facility here in Paducah. Dr. Hicks 

donates his time, expertise and services to keep all 16 of our therapy horses in 

good health and ready for riders.  Without his generosity, the cost of caring for 

our 4-legged friends would be a huge financial burden on our program.  

 For more information about EVS and Dr. Hicks check out 

www.equinevetservice.com and tell him Thank You for supporting us! 

Hoppin’ Good Time 

CCTRA riders and their families, along 
with members of the autism support 

group, Families on 
the Spectrum, met 
for a private Easter 
Egg Hunt geared 
just for their spe-
cial needs. Even 
the Easter bunny 
(a.k.a. Mike Fal-
conite) showed up 
to add to the fun! It 
was a chilly day, 
but the beautiful 
barn facilities at 
Cassidy’s Cause 
allowed everyone 
to have a great 
day. 
 
Pictured with our Easter 
Bunny from top to 
bottom: Kate Wilson, 
Braeden and Andrew 
Hasty, Brandon Alexan-
der, Christy Woley & 
Maggie Carroll 

First Aid Training—
Instructor Lori Meredith 
taught FirstAid, CPR and 
AED to our instructors 

and volunteers;  Beverly Seay, Anita 
Davenport, Carol Cain, Stan Grief, 
Cathy Powers, Christy Woley, Dara 
Triplett, Angie Falconite all attended. 

Cassidy’s Cause by the Numbers 

Ages:            
2-5 14%             

6-10 38%             
11-18 36%            
19-30 11%          
31-50 .2%           
51-65 .2% 

Gender: 
Male  58%                    
Female 42% 

Type of            
Disabilities 
Autism 44%    
Other 12%    
ADHD 11%      
Cerebral Palsy .9% 
Down Syn-
drome .7%
Epilepsy .7%
SPD .7%     
MR .4%           
Brain Injury .2% 

Meet Jack. He is a 25 year old Chestnut Quarter 
Horse Gelding. Jack has been a therapy horse for 
4 years. He even detects seizures and will stop 
walking if he detects ones onset. Jack was Cassidy 
Triplett's beloved horse.  



 

Meet Our Budding Artist 

Like all our riders, 10 year-old Ainsley Smith has some special 

talents both in and outside the arena. She has been in our 

program since opening day and has made fantastic improve-

ment. The bond between Ainsley and her therapy horse, Doc, 

is never more apparent than when Ainsley comes to her les-

son with one of her new art pieces. Thanks for letting us be 

part of your masterpiece, Ainsley! 

Chamber Ribbon Cutting 

On Wednesday, April 15, 2015 as 

we celebrated our one year anni-

versary, we were joined by the 

Paducah Area Chamber of Com-

merce for our official ribbon 

cutting ceremony. Also in attend-

ance were our board members,  

many members of the Four Rivers 

Corvette Club, several Paducah Ambassadors, plus a handful of our sponsors, volun-

teers and supporters. We were overwhelmed and humbled by this turn out.  We are 

proud to be a member of the Paducah Area Chamber of Commerce!  

Carol Cain 

If something is going on at CCTRA, you can al-

most bet volunteer, Carol Cain is helping out 

somewhere.  Carol is a regular in our rider clas-

ses and is key  to our fundraising efforts.  

Thanks  to Carol’s  passion for our program, we 

have received numerous donations from her 

friends and family and she is the mastermind 

behind our first benefit yard sale. Carol spent weeks planning and organizing that 

event, which brought in more than $6,500 in a single day!  We are blessed beyond 

measure to have Carol on our team. Thank you, Carol Cain for all you do to spread the 

word about CCTRA and for the delicious food you bring! 

Roof Brother’s Wine & Spirits 

Mark & Kim Rust 

Charles & Martha Whelan 

Kenny & Susan Robinson 

Rene’ McCurry 

Knights of Columbus  #1055 

Ben & Terry Green 

Dr. Jesse & Kathy Wallace 

Wayne & Wanda Meunier 

Abraham Hall Transformations 

St. John Church (On the Move Program) 

Charity League of Paducah 

John & Vivian Williams 

Gene Hipp 

 

 Did you know…

There are more 

than 850 PATH 

Intl. centers in 

the U.S.  

$10,000 & Up 
Keith & Cheryl Waid 

Mike & Angie Falconite 

Falconite Development  

Four Rivers Corvette Club 

Community Foundation of 

West Kentucky (Fund Run) 

$7,500-$9,999 

Milleadge & Janice Wessel 

Mark Harrell 

$4,500-$7,499 

Kenny& Nicki Roof 

Kenneth & Nancy Armstrong 

John & Ellie Davis 

$1,000-$4,499 

“To the world, you may be one person; but to one person, you may be 

the world.” ~Dr. Suess 


